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trousers, entitled ' The Breeches of Mr. X 9* and begin-
ning : ' A dung fly can leave its trace on a beautiful painting
by Raphael. Mr. X? adjunct-professor from Y, decided to
leave just such a trace on the work of the Jubilee session of
the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R.' In fairness to
the Soviet press, and to Mr. X, it should be added that on
two other ^occasions, Pravda quoted other comments of his
on the celebrations, with evident approval. But Pravda's
protest reveals a deep and powerful idiosyncrasy in the
Russian character. Science had been on show. The show
had been lavishly done and it had been generously applauded;
but for Russians applause must be absolutely unanimous:
otherwise the show is spoilt.

1 Pravda, 19.7.45. The guest's name was, cf course, printed, to-
gether with his university and his field of research; but it would be
indelicate to perpetuate it in a book.